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Krider's Church Sexton House (CARR-674) is located at 213 Krider's Church Road. The first Sexton house was constructed in 
1763 to serve Krider's Lutheran and Reformed Union Church. A sexton is an employee of a church who is responsible for the care 
and upkeep of church property and sometimes for ringing bells and digging graves. The current house was constructed in 1909. A 
cornerstone on the house reads "Built Jointly 1909", referring to the St. Benjamin's Lutheran and Krider's Reformed Lutheran 
Churches. The two-story I-house is three bays wide and features a shed-roofed front porch supported by turned wooden posts with 
decorative brackets. The original floor of the porch has been replaced with cast concrete. The exterior walls are covered in vinyl 
siding, and the side-gabled roof is clad in standing-seam metal. A brick chimney with a replaced stack is on the southwest interior 
end of the roof. Fenestration consists of aluminum sash one-over-one windows. A small shed addition has been added to the side, 
and a one-story shed-roofed addition has been appended to the rear of the house. Northeast of the house is a one-story wooden 
frame garage. The exterior walls of the garage are covered in vertical boards, and the shed roof is clad in standing-seam metal. 
One garage bay is located on the front of the structure. The interior of the house has reportedly been altered significantly (Pastor 
David Schafer, personal communication 2008). 

Historical research was conducted on the Krider's Church Sexton House (CARR-674) to determine whether the resource had 
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association with any event or person significant in our nation's past. The resource is previously recorded, and as such, the existing 
forms for the house, as well as the forms for St. Benjamin's Lutheran Church (CARR-172) and Krider's Reformed Lutheran 
Church (CARR-146), were reviewed. The construction date of the house was determined to be 1909 according to a house 
cornerstone. The history of the churches for the years following 1909 was examined to determine whether the house is associated 
with any event or person significant in our nation's past. Historical research was conducted at the Maryland Historical Trust 
Library, the Carroll County Historical Society in Westminster, the Carroll County Tax Assessment Office in Westminster, the 
Carroll County Public Library in Westminster, the Hackney Library at Barton College in Wilson, North Carolina, and the library of 
CCR. Specific resources consulted can be found in the bibliography of the Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Proposed 
Improvements, Carroll County Regional Airport, Westminster, Maryland report. This resource has no apparent association with 
any event or person significant in our nation's history. 

The Krider's Church Sexton House was built in 1909 for the grounds keeper. The house never served as a parsonage. The 
parsonage for St. Benjamin's Church and Krider's Church is located on Pennsylvania Avenue and was sold in 1983 (St. 
Benjamin's Lutheran Church 1986). The Sexton House has been a rental property since c. 1985 (Pastor David Schafer, personal 
communication 2008). Historical research on Krider's Church Sexton House reveals that the resource is not associated with a 
specific event or a pattern of events marking an important period in, local, state, or national history and therefore, is recommended 
as not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A. In addition, the church isn't associated with the life of any person significant in 
history, and is recommended as not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B. Krider's Church Sexton House is recommended as 
not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C based on its typical construction methods, common 1-house design, and multiple 
alterations. The I-house is a two-story, one-room-deep rectangular structure, generally three bays wide. The linear-plan was first 
built by early colonists and continued as a dominant house plan in folk architecture well into the twentieth century (McAlester and 
McAlester 1998). The I-house was simple to build and provided good ventilation in warm climates. Historically, it became the 
standard dwelling of successful farmers, and it was the main vernacular house type for generations throughout rural areas, such as 
Carroll County (Foster 2004). There are approximately 11 dwellings built in the I-house form in the current survey area. It is 
stated by Joe Getty in Carroll's Heritage: Essays on the Architecture of a Piedmont Maryland County that the traditional Carroll 
County farmhouse style persisted as the dominant house type through the nineteenth century. Variations were sometimes made to 
the design, such as the addition of a rear ell, which was popular during the mid-nineteenth century (Getty 1987). The house is a 
common I-house design and has been altered significantly. The alterations include the addition of new aluminum windows, the 
addition of vinyl siding, the altered front porch, the replaced chimney on the southwest end, construction of a shed addition on the 
northeast elevation, construction of a shed addition that spans the entire rear elevation, and altered interior. The alterations 
diminish the architectural integrity of the house. Since an archaeological survey has not been conducted at the property, no 
recommendations are made of Criterion D. 
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CARR - 6 74 

KRIDER'S CHURCH SEXTON HOUSE 1909 

213 Krider's Church Road private 
Westminster vicinity 

The first sexton house for Krider's Lutheran and Reformed 

Union Church was built shortly after the first log church 

(1763). The Krider's Church History provides a newspaper 

account that states that the first log sexton house was one 

of the oldest structures in the county. The current sexton 

house was built in 1909 and it shows the influence of 

national styles of housing and technology in its balloon 

frame, vertical proportions, and details. 
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